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Welcome to St Aidan’s

K in d er ga r te n
When children begin their early childhood education
at St Aidan’s they will be building the foundations
needed to develop a deep love of learning. As a
member of the St Aidan’s Kindergarten community,
your child will be encouraged to participate in a wide
range of learning experiences. They will be supported
to work with others to achieve new goals and manage
their learning environment.
In Kindergarten, young children are encouraged to
be inquisitive. As part of a community of learners, the
children are supported to explore the environment
around them and report back on their findings. An
atmosphere of trust and mutual respect between
child, educators and families is fundamental within
the St Aidan’s Kindergarten community.
St Aidan’s teachers understand children learn at
different rates and that the early years of learning
are among the most significant periods of learning
development. Experiences during this time affect
cognitive, social and physical development and
influence your child’s disposition to learning and their
view of themselves as a learner.
Each child will be monitored throughout their time
at the St Aidan’s Kindergarten. There are regular
opportunities for families to create and contribute
ideas towards the curriculum as well as share the
individual progress of your child.
kindergarten
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About St Aidan’s Kind e r gar t e n
Ma n a g e m ent

Please remember that you hold

St Aidan’s Kindergarten is operated by
St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School. As part
of the School, the kindergarten’s beliefs
and practices promote the mission,
vision and values of St Aidan’s Anglican
Girls’ School.

All staff members hold a Positive Notice
Blue Card for child-related employment
or a Positive Exemption Card issued
under the Blue Card system.

Certificate III). Specialist teachers for
Physical Education, Library, Every Day
Music and Every Day Languages support
the program.

The St Aidan’s Kindergarten class is
under the care and guidance of two
adults at all times with a maximum class
size of 22 (current regulations require a
ratio of 1:11 for this age group).

Compl i ance B ook

St Aidan’s Kindergarten is licensed
by the Department of Education and
Training – Office of Early Childhood
Education and Child Care, under
the National Quality Framework and
must comply with the Education and
Care Services National Law and the
Education and Care Services National
Regulations 2011.
If you have any inquiries about this
framework, you can contact the
Department of Education and Training –
Office of Early Childhood Education and
Child Care on P: 137 468.

In line with the the Education and Care
Services Act 2013, the kindergarten
has a designated relaxation period for
children between 1-2pm. During this
time, a qualified kindergarten staff
member will work alongside another St
Aidan’s staff member.
This enables both members of the
teaching team to take a lunch break.
Please note that the name of the
staff supervising the children during
this period will be displayed on the
kindergarten noticeboard as part of
the weekly roster – “Information about
Staffing”.
Staff in Kindergarten are qualified in the
early childhood field; four year qualified
early childhood teacher and full time
assistant (minimum qualification –
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The licensee is required to keep,
maintain and make available a
compliance history log book (Compliance
Book). The Compliance Book will contain
information about any formal notices
(other than building notices) issued to
a service in line with the Education and
Care Services Regulation 2013.

St Aidan’s

KINDERGARTEN

M is si o n S t a t e ment
a nd P h i l o so p h y
Mis s io n S t a t em ent

Philosophy

Educators at St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School believe
learning is a lifelong journey and that early childhood
is the foundation on which this exciting and important
quest begins.

St Aidan’s Kindergarten strives to provide an educational
program of the highest quality for girls and boys. Central to
this is the creation of a safe and secure environment that is
welcoming, stimulating and supportive of both our students
and families. St Aidan’s aims to develop independence,
resilience and competent individuals through meaningful
and purposeful learning experiences. We believe that
individuals learn at their own pace and require ongoing
opportunities to engage with a range of experiences to
learn and grow. At St Aidan’s, we believe that young children
benefit from a range of teaching and learning styles
including intentional teaching, inquiry, exploration, specialist
lessons and play. It is our aim to provide students with a
play-based learning experience that that is based upon the
principles outlined in the Queensland Kindergarten Learning
Guidelines.

St Aidan’s Kindergarten acknowledges that parents
are a child’s first and most important teacher and that
collaborative relationships between educators and
families are essential for engaging in active learning.
As a learning community, we promote an education
pedagogy that supports children to learn through play
and conversation. We also acknowledge that each
young child develops at a different rate and with a
different set of dispositions. As such, young children
should have a learning environment that is responsive
to their individual needs. Due to the fact that children
bring with them a pre-existing set of skills, abilities
and knowledge, what they can do rather than cannot
is the starting point in their learning.

At St Aidan’s, our educators are purposeful in the way they
design and deliver the learning program. Educators facilitate,
guide, support, scaffold, observe, teach and challenge
children throughout their time at kindergarten.
St Aidan’s Kindergarten values the important role
families play in the life of each child. As relationships are
fundamental to the growth and well-being of children, staff
strive to develop relationships that are built on trust, mutual
respect between families, children and the school.
It is the aim of St Aidan’s Kindergarten to provide a setting
where families and young children are nurtured and
encouraged to reach their full potential. We embrace the
opportunity to support parents and carers in the care and
education of their children.
kindergarten
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Queensla nd
Kin derga rt en
L ea rni ng
Gui d eli nes
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P rog r a m
The curriculum at St Aidan’s Kindergarten can be best
described as a child-centred approach balanced within
		
a wider community of learners. St Aidan’s Kindergarten
program is based upon the principles outlined in the
Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guidelines. Each
child’s strengths, interests and perceived needs are the
focus of the educators’ observations. The educators
work with the children, families and other specialist
teachers to collaboratively plan the preparation of the
environment and resources to facilitate individual and
group learning. Experiences are frequently childinitiated and child-directed with the educators providing
resources and support where necessary so that children
are in control of their own learning.
St Aidan’s Kindergarten is situated on the Junior
School campus of St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School.
The kindergarten children participate in many learning
opportunities with the whole school community. These
occasions build strong partnerships between families,
educators and the school community.

The focus on children learning in this context
encourages all participants to consider the role of social
interactions in the children’s learning.
Children engage in a range of early literacy and
numeracy activities through intentional teaching
opportunities, hands-on experiences, play and trial and
error. Educators identify opportunities to challenge,
collaborate, encourage and explain literacy and
numeracy concepts to children in small groups and
individually.
The classroom is equipped with iPads for student
use. Kindergarten children also visit the Junior School
Library on a weekly basis and may also access other
facilities within the School.
Specialist lessons are provided to the kindergarten
children to enrich the daily program (Music Every
Day Program, Languages Every Day Program, Library,
Physical Education).

kindergarten
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St u den ts W ith Ad d ition al Need s
(SWAN)
If your child has additional needs, it is important to make
the School (and staff) aware of exactly what areas require
extra attention before you enrol your child in kindergarten.
Planning for children with additional needs requires
careful thought and often the help of specialists. It is
important to know how these additional needs may or
may not affect your child’s learning ability and their ability
to take part in the activities planned for the school year.
This information will help staff meet the needs of your
child as well as giving staff the opportunity to investigate
further and to seek specialist advice.

No t i ce Board
Important information will be displayed on a notice
board at the entrance to the kindergarten classroom (i.e.
Kindergarten Notice Board).
St Aidan’s newsletters regularly provide current news on
the School, the kindergarten and the various activities
conducted throughout the year.

P are n t Lib rary
Kindergarten has a parent library consisting of
publications relating to subject areas such as child
development, parenting, recreation, and health and
fitness. The library also contains publications translated
into languages other than English. Information on state
regulatory bodies can be made available to parents.
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Inf orm ing Fa m il ies of Pol ic ies
When you enrol your child in Kindergarten, you will be
informed of the various policies in place for the safety of
your child. You can ask for copies of these policies at any
time during the school year. You will also be told of any
policy changes when they occur. Families will be invited to
make contributions and comment on the current policies
and procedures.

Pa rent C onc erns
The first step in this process involves parents raising any
concerns they may have regarding their child’s care with
the kindergarten teacher. If parents still feel the issue has
not been resolved, they are then encouraged to make an
appointment with the Head of the Junior School.
Immediate concerns or complaints need to be brought to
the attention of the Head of the Junior School as soon as
possible, so appropriate action can be taken. All concerns
will be dealt with in a confidential and professional
manner. Please refer to the Complaints Form in the
Kindergarten Policy Folder for more information.
You also have the right to contact your local officer at
the Department of Early Childhood Education and Care
in the event that you have a complaint about staff or the
Kindergarten.
Mt Gravatt Regional Office Ph: 3028 8063
E: mtgravatt.ecec@det.qld.gov.au

Transl atin g I n terpretin g Servic e

O uts id e S c hool H ours C a re

St Aidan’s Kindergarten has dedicated staff who will help
parents from non-English speaking backgrounds access
vital information about their child’s schooling. There
is also a telephone interpreting service (P: 131 450)
available for those parents from non-English speaking
backgrounds who need help when inquiring about, or
enrolling their child in the kindergarten. This information
is on display on the Kindergarten Notice Board. Staff
have access to this number and can also to enlist the
help of any bilingual workers or bilingual parents who
may be able to help overcome any language barriers. The
kindergarten’s philosophy and its enrolment form can be
translated into languages other than English.

St Aidan’s Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) offers
high quality after school care as well as a vacation care
program for school-aged children including Kindergarten
children.

St Aidan’s Kindergarten caters for children from the
age of three.

Ho u rs of O peration
Kindergarten operates between 8.15am–3.30pm five
days a week with the kindergarten program running
between the hours of 9.00am–3.30pm.
The St Aidan’s Kindergarten licence states that all
children must be collected by 3:30pm. Should a child not
be collected from the educational program by 3.30pm,
the child will be placed in the After School Care program.

Ho li days
As part of St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School, the
kindergarten has the same holidays as School.
A St Aidan’s calendar containing these dates is provided
to each family at the start of the academic year. Term
dates are also posted on the Kindergarten Notice Board
and are available on the School’s website.

Hours
After School Care (subject to numbers)
2:45pm-6:00pm (afternoon tea is served)
Vacation Care (subject to numbers)
8:00am-6:00pm
How do I make a booking or find out further
information?
If you would like further information regarding the
Outside School Hours Care program or if you would like to
make a booking, feel free to contact the co-ordinator on
0423 547 653 or email oshc@aidans.qld.edu.au.
Please note, we are unable to accept your booking
without a completed enrolment and Ezidebit form.
These can be obtained by emailing
oshc@staidans.qld.edu.au.

A b s enc es
If your child is unable to attend Kindergarten due to
illness or some other reason, it is school policy that
you inform the Kindergarten Office of their absence.
The office number is P: +61 7 3270 5369. St Aidan’s
Kindergarten does not offer replacement days for
absence due to illness, family holidays or school
closure days.

kindergarten
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Me di c ation
If a child has to take medicine during the time they are
at Kindergarten, written authorisation from the parent/
guardian must be completed. A medical record will be
given to parents on arrival to Kindergarten by staff and
the appropriate section must be completed and signed
before medicine can be administered. The medicine
must be sent in from home as no medicine is kept on
site. The container must bear the original label with the
child’s name, dosage instructions and time it needs to
be administered. The teacher requires the names of
the people who may be contacted in the event of a child
becoming ill during the day. Any medicine administered
to your child is recorded on a medical form and must
be signed by the child’s parent/guardian. Medication
must be handed directly to the teacher by the parent/
guardian.

Arri vi ng an d Departin g
Kindergarten opens at 8.15am. The kindergarten
program formally begins at 9.00am. Please remember to
sign your child in (and out) each day.
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Your child needs to be inside the kindergarten room
during sign in. If an adult unfamiliar to staff is collecting
your child, please give the staff a note of authorisation,
or email the details.
Once signed out, children are to remain with parents
until they leave the school grounds.
Never leave your child unattended in the kindergarten
room. If you find on arrival at the kindergarten room, the
kindergarten group is not in their classroom (perhaps
in another area of the Junior School), you must either
escort your child to their class or wait with them in the
kindergarten room until the class returns. Under no
circumstances are children to be left alone or to walk
unattended.
Staff will not allow a child to go home with a parent/
guardian in contravention of a court order. Please inform
staff if your child will be attending Outside School Hours
Care.
If your child is affected by a court order, please make
sure the Head of Junior School has a copy of the
document at the time of enrolment or when it is issued
by the courts.

P are n t I n vol vemen t an d Comm unic a tion
Parents are encouraged to become involved in their
child’s educational journey at St Aidan’s Kindergarten.
There are many ways parents can help out both in the
classroom and at home. Parent participation sends a
strong, positive message to your child that you support
them in their learning pursuits. Parent involvement in the
classroom can be accommodated to meet each family
members availability and commitments. Involvement
such as:
• Attending special activities and functions
•

Volunteering time to help out in the classroom

•

Verbally communicating with staff any suggestions
regarding activities. Staff encourage parents to
discuss any facet of their child’s education

•

Providing open and honest feedback via the annual
Parent Survey

•

Arranging a formal parent/teacher meeting to get an
update on your child’s educational performance

The children’s portfolios are kept in the kindergarten
room and are available for families to share with their
child as a tool of discussion about learning. The portfolios
hold samples of your child’s learning that are linked to
the Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guidelines. Each
portfolio is clearly labelled for your convenience.
St Aidan’s Kindergarten operates an ‘open-door’ policy.
Parents, younger siblings and family are always
welcome into the classroom at any time. It is essential
that a parent is present and engaged in all activities
with younger children. It is important to remember
that staff must put the kindergarten children first in all
endeavours and therefore cannot assume responsibility
for younger siblings.

kindergarten
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Uni f o rm
Girls: St Aidan’s brown polo shirt, tartan shorts,
kindergarten hat, kindergarten tracksuit,
sand shoes (no laces) / sandals and small
St Aidan’s backpack.
Boys: St Aidan’s brown polo shirt, navy shorts,
kindergarten hat, kindergarten tracksuit,
sand shoes (no laces) / sandals and backpack
of choice.
Please ensure that the backpack is large enough to
hold spare clothes, library bag, and a lunch box and
water bottle. Please note, sensible, supportive shoes
that children can take on and off independently are
encouraged.
These items (except for the footwear) are available
from the St Aidan’s Uniform Shop.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
P: +61 7 3373 5956
Monday and Tuesday
Wednesday 		
Thursday			
Friday			

7.30am–9.00am
Closed
7.30am–2.00pm
7.30am–9.00am

Equipment List
• School bag (attach a distinctive charm or key ring to
the bag to help your child easily identify it)

12

•

Change of clothes, including underwear, to be kept in
school bag (does not need to be the uniform)

•

Sunscreen

•

Water bottle to come to school each day

•

Library bag

•

Sheets in a small drawstring bag.

kindergarten

L u nches
Parents are asked to provide morning tea and lunch for
their child. Due to the informal structure of kindergarten
day, eating times may not always align with the School’s
lunch breaks, therefore, tuckshop facilities will not be
available.
To support the kindergarten’s healthy eating environment,
it is important that your child’s lunch and snacks are
plentiful and nutritious. Please pack either a popper-style
drink or water in a plastic drink bottle.
St Aidan’s is a nut-free zone. No nuts or foods containing
nuts are to be brought into the classroom. Parents need
to be aware that foods such as muesli bars, biscuits,
peanut butter and Nutella spread all contain nuts and
therefore are not suitable for inclusion in your child’s
lunch box. Staff are also unable to re-heat or cook hot
food for the children.
As independence is encouraged in all aspects of your
child’s day, please pack their lunch in a manner that will
allow them to access the food without any undue stress.
The kindergarten program provides opportunities for
children to develop an interest and taste in a variety
of foods through cooking experiences. If your child has
any special dietary requirements or restrictions, please
convey these to the kindergarten staff. Food allergies and
special requirements will always be considered before
such activities are undertaken.

Bi rt hd ays an d Cul tural l y
Si gni fican t Cel eb ration s
Birthdays are special and you are welcome to bring
cupcakes or ice blocks to share with your child’s school
friends. Where possible, we will arrange the celebration
time to coincide with your availability to join us.

If your child has an allergy, you may like to provide
alternative celebratory teats to be kept on site for
such occasions. For example, a packet of Natural
Confectionary Company Treats – or whatever is
appropriate for your child.
If your child is having a party, please hand the party
invitations to a member of staff and we will place them
into the pocket inside the invitee’s school diary. Please
do not hand them out (or get your child to hand them out)
to the class.

R es t a nd R el a xa tion
Due to licensing requirements, daily rest and relaxation
periods are incorporated into the kindergarten program.
This rest period allows children to gather their thoughts
and strength for the remainder of the day. While some
children may not need a sleep, all children are required
to have some quiet time. A rest mat is provided on which
a sheet from home is placed. The sheet must be stored
in a small bag. The sheets will be sent home for washing
at the end of the school week. For hygiene purposes all
pillows must fit into the sheet bag.
As the children get older, the rest and relaxation period
may change. Families will be notified of any changes by
the kindergarten teacher.

Toil eting
It is a requirement that all kindergarten children are
toileting independently. When children are at the toilet,
staff maintain a high level of supervision. A regular
routine for toileting and hand washing occurs before
meal times and after rest time. The children are also
encouraged to use the toilet whenever the need arises.
Staff ensure that the dignity and rights of each child are
respected at all times.

kindergarten
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Be haviour Strategies
The School’s child behaviour management philosophy
is centred on the importance of respect and dignity for
each child, acknowledging and accepting children’s
feelings and encouraging the expression of these
feelings. A child who is fully engaged in learning usually
demonstrates positive behaviour.
Therefore, the kindergarten staff will make every effort
to be sensitive to the interests and needs of individual
children in order to minimise any inappropriate
behaviours. By anticipating problems and re-directing
children into a positive play environment, fewer problems
should result. Children will be encouraged to solve minor
issues themselves by talking to the staff and using
appropriate words or phrases. These verbal skills will
empower the child and assist in the development of
the skills of negotiation and compromise from an early
age. Children are given clear instructions of what is
expected in terms of behaviour. Positive reinforcement
is implemented and is a highly successful means of
behaviour management used in Kindergarten.

14

kindergarten

To maintain continuity between home and school, it is
essential that parents and teachers work as partners in
implementing behaviour management strategies. Every
effort is made to ensure positive communication exists
between school and the home environment.
Strategies include:
1. Discuss choices children can make about how to act
2.

Remind the children of the reason behind rules and
the consequences of actions

3.

Model appropriate behaviours and language

4.

Always offer options

5.

Respect children’s choices

6.

Actively encourage children to respect others and
develop positive relationships

7.

Guide children in negotiating solutions to conflicts

8.

Display verbal and non-verbal encouragement

9.

Use preventative strategies, redirection, logical
consequences and other techniques to foster selfdiscipline

10. Remember that what works for one child does not
always work for all

Co n fid ent i a li t y of C hi ld ren’s R e co r ds

Ch i ld P r o te cti o n

St Aidan’s Kindergarten is committed to protecting your
privacy and abides by the National Privacy Principles
contained within the Privacy Act. It is important for staff
to collect relevant personal information from parents for
enrolment purposes and for staff to maintain records of
each child’s individual development. This information may
be of a personal nature and some of it may be considered
‘sensitive’. To ensure your personal information is not
disclosed to others, all kindergarten records are kept
in a locked filing cabinet in the Kindergarten Office.
Please refer to the Kindergarten’s Confidentiality Policy
document.

Every child has the right to feel safe and free from harm
in every area of their daily lives including when they
are attending St Aidan’s Kindergarten. The protection
of children is of paramount importance and is a
responsibility staff take very seriously. St Aidan’s staff
understand and action their responsibilities in relation
to child protection, including mandatory reporting
obligations under the Child Protection Act 1999 (the Act).

A nti-bi a s a nd Inclu si on Poli c i e s
St Aidan’s Kindergarten recognises that Australia is a
multicultural society composed of people from a wide
variety of ethnic backgrounds. St Aidan’s Kindergarten
recognises the impact culture plays on families, staff
and the community and makes every effort to provide
an educational facility that is sensitive to the needs of
different cultures. It also aims to foster within each child
an awareness and acceptance of other cultures by:
• Recognising the beauty, value and contribution of
every child
• Acknowledging the child’s home culture
• Involving parents in the program
• Fostering self-esteem
• Teaching children about different cultures
• Exploring differences and similarities between
cultures
• Helping children learn from each other through play
• Developing an awareness of how to operate in a
democratic learning community
• Encouraging children to retain their first language
Please refer to The Anti Bias and Inclusion Policy.

kindergarten
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I n cident s/Emergenci es

E xcu r s i o n s

In the event of a minor incident, first aid will be
administered by staff and recorded on the St Aidan’s
Accident and Incident Report form. If a more serious
incident occurs, parents will be contacted immediately.
Please ensure the Kindergarten has current telephone
numbers, including numbers for each child’s emergency
contact person. In emergency situations, should the
person in charge of Kindergarten determine the injuries
are serious, an ambulance will be called.

Excursions and incursions will be arranged from time
to time as part of your child’s kindergarten experience.
Parents must sign a permission form for their child to
participate. Parents are encouraged to attend and an
excursion slip will be provided for them to complete.
The ratio according to regulations is one adult for each
four children.

Ev ac ua t i on Proced u res
Regular evacuation drills are necessary for regulation
purposes. Emergency evacuation plans are displayed
in the Kindergarten inside the front door. Staff are
familiar with evacuation procedures and policies. Parents
and visitors to the classroom will be asked to make
themselves aware of the evacuation plan and where
first aid equipment is kept. During an evacuation drill, all
classroom occupants are required by law to participate.
In case of an unforeseen emergency situation, every
effort will be made to contact parents to collect their
child.
It is the aim of staff to make evacuation procedures
enjoyable rather than stressful events for the children.
Regular rehearsal of emergency procedures gives the
children an opportunity to become familiar with the
routine and planned evacuation.

Sun Prot ect i on
Kindergarten children will be encouraged to apply
sunscreen, under teacher guidance, before outdoor
play. All children and teachers must wear hats during
any activity or play-based outdoors. Please refer to the
Kindergarten Sun Safety Policy.
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Vi s i to r s a n d P a r e n ts
Volunteers, university students and child care students
are welcome at the Kindergarten, but must adhere to
the St Aidan’s Kindergarten philosophy. Volunteers will
work under the guidance of trained staff at all times. All
students and trainees are required to hold a Suitability
Card issued by the Commission for Children and
Young People and Child Guardian. Please refer to the
Kindergarten Volunteer and Student Policy.
Volunteers and visitors are required to complete a
volunteer form prior to commencing working the in the
Kindergarten. This form is available from kindergarten
staff.

P re ven tion of I n fection an d H y g iene Pra c tic es
A safe and hygienic work and educational environment is established
and will be maintained at St Aidan’s Kindergarten.
Dental Hygiene
Your child’s teeth are important. Children do not have the skill to use
a toothbrush properly until they are about eight years old. Until they
reach this age, their teeth should be brushed by an adult at least once
a day (as well as once by the child). Please refer to the Kindergarten
Dental Health Policy.
Hand Washing
Children are encouraged to wash their hands when entering the room,
after toileting, handling animals, before eating and cooking, and at
other times (when necessary).
Other Hygiene Practices
•

•
•

Staff will maintain a high standard of personal cleanliness. This
includes wearing clean clothing and appropriate footwear and
committing to a hygienic hair-care regime
Lesions on staff and children must be covered
All children’s sheets (and pillows) must be contained in a cloth
bag and taken home for laundering weekly

Food Preparation/Handling
•

All hands must be washed with soap prior to handling food

•

All utensils and equipment must be washed in detergent and
stored appropriately

kindergarten
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I n fectious D is eas es
Some medical conditions require children to be excluded from school or child care to
prevent the spread of infectious diseases among other children and staff, as well as the
broader community.
Minimum exclusion times are recommended under the Public Health Act 2005
(http://www.health.qld.gov.au/publichealthact/). Some conditions may require clearance
by your doctor or local public health unit before returning to school or child care.

Conditions requiring exclusion:

18
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Condition

Exclusion of person with infection

Chickenpox (varicella)

Exclude until all blisters have dried. For Exclude susceptible pregnant women and
non-immunised children, this is usually any child with an immune deficiency (eg.
at least five days after the rash first
leukaemia) or receiving chemotherapy
appears.

Cold sores (herpes simplex)

Not excluded if person can cover
sores with a dressing to restrict
direct contact by others and maintain
hygiene practices to minimise risk of
transmission. Otherwise, exclude until
sores are dry.

Not excluded

Conjunctivitis

Exclude until discharge from eyes
has ceased unless non-infectious
conjunctivitis.

Not excluded

Diarrhoea and/or vomiting
(including
• amoebiasis
• campylobacter
• cryptosporidium
• giardia
• rotavirus
• salmonella
• viral gastroenteritis but not
norovirus or shigella - see separate
section

Exclude until there has not been a
loose bowel motion for 24 hours.

Not excluded

Exclude staff who handle food until
they have not had any diarrhoea or
vomiting for 48 hours.
If there are more than two cases with
loose bowel motions in the same
location, or a single case in a food
handler, notify your nearest public
health unit.

Exclusion of contacts (those exposed to
the person with the infection)

Conditions requiring exclusion:
Condition

Exclusion of person with infection

Exclusion of contacts (those exposed to
the person with the infection)

Diphtheria

Exclude according to public health unit
requirements

Exclude according to public health unit
requirements

Enterovirus 71 (EV71)
neurological disease

Exclude until written medical
clearance confirming the virus is no
longer present in the child’s bowel
motions is received.

Not excluded

Haemophilus influenza type b (Hib)

Exclude until the person has received
appropriate antibiotic treatment for at
least four days.

Not excluded unless considered necessary
by public health unit.

Hand, foot and mouth disease

Exclude until all blisters have dried.

Not excluded

Influenza and influenza-like illness

Exclude until well.

Not excluded

Measles

Exclude for four days after the onset of
the rash.

Immunised/immune contacts are not
excluded. Exclude immunocompromised
children until 18 days after the appearance
of the rash in the last case. For nonimmunised contacts, seek advice from your
local public health unit.

Meningitis (bacterial)

Exclude until well and has received
appropriate antibiotics.

Not excluded

Meningitis (viral)

Exclude until well.

Not excluded

Meningococcal infection

Exclude until appropriate treatment
has been completed.

Not excluded. Seek advice from your local
public health unit about antibiotics and/
or vaccination for people who were in the
same location as the case

Mumps

Exclude for nine days after onset of
swelling.

Not excluded
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Condition

Exclusion of person with infection

Norovirus

Exclude until the person has not had
Not excluded
any diarrhoea or vomiting for 48 hours.

Pertussis (whooping cough)

Exclude until five days after starting
appropriate antibiotic treatment, or for
21 days from onset of coughing.

Exclude until five days after starting appropriate antibiotic treatment, or for 21 days
from onset of coughing.

Poliomyelitis

Exclude for at least 14 days from
onset of symptoms. Written medical
clearance confirming child is not
infectious from doctor or public health
unit is required to return to childcare/
school.

Not excluded unless considered necessary
by public health unit.

Ringworm, tinea, scabies

Exclude until the day after appropriate
treatment has commenced.

Not excluded

Rubella (German measles)

Exclude until fully recovered or for at
least four days after the onset of rash.

Not excluded. Female staff of childbearing
age should check their immunity with their
doctor.

School sores (Impetigo)

Exclude until person has received
Not excluded
appropriate antibiotics for at least 24
hours. Cover weeping or crusted sores
on exposed areas with a watertight
dressing until at least 24 hours after
commencing antibiotics and for
as long as practical. Sores are not
contagious if covered, or after the child
has taken antibiotics for 24 hours.

Shigellosis

Exclude until diarrhoea has stopped
and two samples, taken at least 24
hours apart, have tested negative.

Not excluded

Streptococcal sore throat
(including scarlet fever)

Exclude until well and has received
antibiotic treatment for at least 24
hours.

Not excluded

Tuberculosis (TB)

Exclude until written medical
Not excluded
clearance confirming child is not
infectious is received from Queensland
Tuberculosis Control Centre.
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Exclusion of contacts (those exposed to
the person with the infection)

National Immunisation Program Schedule
Child programs
Age

Vaccine

Birth

Hepatitis B (hepB)a

2 months

Hepatitis B, diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis (whooping cough),
Haemophilus influenzae type b, inactivated poliomyelitis (polio) (hepB-DTPa-Hib-IPV)
Pneumococcal conjugate (13vPCV)
Rotavirus

4 months

Hepatitis B, diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis (whooping cough),
Haemophilus influenzae type b, inactivated poliomyelitis (polio) (hepB-DTPa-Hib-IPV)
Pneumococcal conjugate (13vPCV)
Rotavirus

6 months

Hepatitis B, diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis (whooping cough),
Haemophilus influenzae type b, inactivated poliomyelitis (polio) (hepB-DTPa-Hib-IPV)
Pneumococcal conjugate (13vPCV)
Rotavirus b

12 months

Haemophilus influenzae type b and meningococcal C (Hib-MenC)
Measles, mumps and rubella (MMR)

18 months

Measles, mumps, rubella and varicella (chickenpox) (MMRV)

4 years

Diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis (whooping cough) and
inactivated poliomyelitis (polio) (DTPa-IPV)
Measles, mumps and rubella (MMR)
(to be given only if MMRV vaccine was not given at 18 months)

10-15 years

Varicella (chickenpox) c
Human papillomavirus (HPV) d
Diphtheria, tetanus and acellular pertussis (whooping cough) (dTpa)
(contact your State or Territory Health Department for details)
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Frequent ly A s k ed Q ues t i ons :
How does St Aidan’s Kindergarten prepare the students for Prep?

St Aidan’s

KINDERGARTEN

St Aidan’s Kindergarten prepares children for Prep from the beginning of their
Kindergarten year. The children are encouraged to participate in all group time activities
and independence is developed. When children are able to complete tasks with
confidence, they will be better prepared for Prep. At the end of the year, those students
who are attending St Aidan’s Prep engage in a number of orientation sessions. They will
complete various activities in the Prep classroom in order to become familiar with their
new environment.

What if my child doesn’t sleep during the day?
It is a Kindergarten Regulation that all children are provided with a rest period during the
day. Children are not required to sleep; however, all children do need to have some quiet
time. Staff endeavour to customise the rest time procedure to accommodate the needs of
the children throughout the year.

I’m worried my child won’t settle at Kindergarten. What will you do to support
them?
Every child is different and staff are well aware of this. If you think your child may be
unsettled at the beginning of the kindergarten year, please talk to us and together we will
help your child settle.
Sometimes, even the most confident child surprises us all by being unsettled. If this is the
case, please bring it to our attention quickly. We will then work with you and your child to
ensure they start their day positively. An unsettled morning is often followed by a quick
email with a photo of a of a happy smiling child later in the day.

What happens if I am late to Kindergarten?
While the kindergarten program officially starts at 9:00am, there is supervision from
8:15am. There is no such thing as being late to Kindergarten. If you know you are going to
be late, you can let the kindergarten staff know in advance.

How big should my child’s lunch box be?
We have six children seated around a table for morning tea and lunch. Please note that big
lunch boxes take up most of the table leaving little room for the children to access their
food.
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Frequently A s k ed Q u es t i ons :
My child wants to bring a toy from home. Is this allowed?

St Aidan’s

KINDERGARTEN

While soft toys that provide your child comfort are welcome to be brought to Kindergarten,
toys are generally discouraged. There are lots of wonderful resources in the classroom so
there is no need to bring items from home. Children get very upset when their toy is left at
Kindy and they are often easily lost or broken!

My child has come home and said they don’t have any friends. What should I say?
Many children say this at some point. We encourage all children in Kindergarten to
be friendly and if we felt there were any social concerns we would let you know. Often,
children who say this are simply tired or could have forgotten a peer’s name.

What can I do to best prepare my child for starting Kindergarten?
The best thing you can do to help your child is to encourage independence. Children who
are more independent tend to be more settled because they are confident to complete
simple tasks without assistance. For example, a children who is able to recognise their
own lunch box will remain calm as they will not worry about not being able to find their
food. Of course, children are encouraged to seek assistance when needed.

My child said they did nothing at Kindergarten. Is that true?
We are very busy in Kindy and there is not one day that we ask the children to do nothing!
We have many activities available and encourage the children to have input into the
programming of activities. We play inside and outside (weather permitting) and have
multiple group times to facilitate opportunities for focused learning/teaching. At the end of
our kindy day, we encourage the children to reflect on their day and tell us something they
enjoyed.

What do we need to bring for rest time?
You will need to bring sheets from home for rest time. These sheets should be flat (please
no fitted cot sheets) and need to be kept in a small drawstring bag. Please no roll out
mattresses or full-sized pillows.

What is the best way to contact Kindergarten during the day?
If you need to contact the kindergarten staff, you can email the kindergarten teacher or
call the direct kindergarten line (ph: 3270 5369).
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St Aidan’s

KINDERGARTEN
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