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Aristotle

‘‘

‘‘

Educating the mind
without educating
the heart is no
education at all

The St Aidan’s Junior School endeavours to provide
quality learning experiences for girls from Prep to
Year 6 and boys and girls in Kindergarten. We know
the early years of schooling provide the foundation
for meaningful learning experiences in later years,
for individual success, and for lifelong learning.

Kindergarten to Year 6

We strive to help our students:

• be motivated to achieve and to excel
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• be curious, creative, enthusiastic and energetic

• work well individually, and co-operatively in groups
We strive to help our students:
• be confident, self-assured and assertive
• be motivated to achieve and to excel
• be clever and critical thinkers
• be curious, creative, enthusiastic and energetic
• become skilled in the use of information
• complete tasks to the best of their abilities
technologies

• work well individually, and co-operatively in groups
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• be clever and critical thinkers
• become skilled in the use of information
technologies
These goals are universally shared by our teachers and provide the basis for curriculum
design and development.

Kindergarten Program
Where is it located?

Kindergarten

Fast Facts

Set within the grounds of the St Aidan’s Junior School, the Kindergarten
is colourful and spacious, with creative design features and
kindergarten-specific facilities, including natural play areas that invite
young children to explore and investigate while providing special spaces

Ages: 		

3-5 years

for socialisation. Proximity to the Junior and Senior School facilities

Options:

Full time and Part time

Program Hours:
		
		

9.00am- 3.30pm with extended
teacher supervision from 		
8.15am (Term Time)

After
School Care:

3.30pm-6.00pm

facilitates cross-age interaction and valuable links with siblings.

What is the uniform?
Girls – St Aidan’s brown polo shirt, tartan shorts, kindergarten hat,
kindergarten tracksuit, sandshoes/sandals and small St Aidan’s
backpack

kindergarten tracksuit, sandshoes/sandals and backpack of choice

Vacation Care: Offered subject to minimum
		numbers

What are qualifications of the Kindergarten staff?

Class Size:

22 max

Staff in Kindergarten are qualified in the early childhood field; four year

		
		

(current national regulations
require a ratio of 1:11)

Boys – St Aidan’s brown polo shirt, navy shorts, kindergarten hat,

qualified early childhood teacher and full time assistant (minimum
qualification – Certificate III). Specialist teachers for Physical Education,
Library, Every Day Music and Every Day Languages support the
program.

The kindergarten class is under the care and
guidance of two adults at all times.

Prep to
Year 6
Curriculum

Prep to Year 6 Curriculum
The pastoral care systems and curricula developed for
our girls have taken into consideration recent research
into gender-based brain functioning, learning styles and
group dynamics. We provide education for girls – not just
education that includes girls.
Our curriculum learning areas include: English,
Mathematics, History, Geography, Science, The Arts – Art
and Music, Languages Other Than English, Health and
Physical Education and Technologies. Religious and Values
Education and SEL (Social and Emotional Learning) are
also important components of our curriculum in the Junior
School.
We strive for a seamless and continuous curriculum, with
programs being designed to specifically suit the needs
of individual students at St Aidan’s. We recognise that
students learn differently from each other and strategies
and programs implemented in classrooms reflect that
reality.
Also of great importance is the acquisition of thinking
skills. We want our girls not only to be “deliberative and
clever
thinkers” but also “creative and critical thinkers”.
Extensive use of computers and information technology is
made accessible for the curriculum at all year levels - each
student has a device for use in the classroom. iPads are
used in Prep and tablets/laptops are provided for each
student in Years 1-6. iPads are also available for use in
the Junior School Library. The teachers and students make
use of learning technologies throughout the day in many
subject areas.

Students are also involved in a number of initiatives to
encourage and foster skills in STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics). STEM is incorporated
throughout the curriculum and into extra-curricular
activities offered. Junior School science lessons are
conducted in the dedicated Junior School Science Lab.

Specialist Teachers
Junior School students benefit from the expertise that is
provided by specialist staff members in Physical Education,
Music, Languages and Library. Students from Kindergarten
to Year 3 participate in the Every Day Music Program and
the Every Day Languages Program. Students are involved
in these specialist lessons for shorter periods of time every
day, rather than for longer periods twice-weekly. Students
from Year 3 - 6 also receive specialist lessons in Art. Girls
in Year 6 have specialist teachers for all subjects; this
greatly assists with their transition into Year 7.
Students are also well supported by our Chaplain,
Counsellor and SWAN (Students with Additional Needs)
staff. Our support staff aim to help students either
individually or in small groups when they require assistance
with aspects of the curriculum. The nature of this support
is determined by advice received from specialists and the
resources available.

Prep to Year 6 Curriculum
Enrichment & Extension

Acceleration

In addition to the modification of student tasks that
can occur by classroom teachers in a range of subjects,
students demonstrating exceptional levels of creative
thinking in a variety of curriculum areas and high levels
of task engagement, persistence and commitment
attend small group Mathematics and English extension/
enrichment lessons. These lessons offer an opportunity
for students to experience aspects of the curriculum in
more depth and to challenge or accelerate their learning.
Activities are designed specifically for the needs of
academically able students, by offering an enrichment
experience which challenges the students to think
critically, solve problems and further develop their abilities
and interests.

St Aidan’s has a policy of acceleration as one of its
strategies to assist students with particular talents and
abilities to move through the academic curriculum. This
form of acceleration moves students out of learning groups
composed of their age-peers, placing them with students
who are older. The strength of this form of acceleration
is that it is subject-based, allowing students to maintain
ties with same age peers while forging ahead in particular
academic areas.

Students across the school, and within a wide range of
subjects, are offered the opportunity to participate in a
variety of competitions which are promoted as enrichment
activities. Real-life experiences through the effective
use of excursions, field trips, guest speakers, workshop
participation and participation in community action and
fundraising ventures add to the variety of the Enrichment
Program at St Aidan’s.

The purpose of subject-based acceleration is that it
facilitates learning for highly able students. These students
have the opportunity to be exposed to the appropriate
level of academic challenge. Limiting acceleration to
subject areas, rather than whole grades, can take into
account the fact that a student may not be ‘above their
peers’ in all subjects: for example, they may be particularly
advanced in their mathematical knowledge, but not in
English.
This form of acceleration does not bring major changes
to students’ lives and, in a sense, provides the best of
both worlds for the able student. Students will continue to
develop amongst their peers, who mirror their own levels
of physical, emotional, and social development, and there
is little disruption to patterns of experience and rites of
passage that typically characterise those of the same
biological age. In addition to this, subject area acceleration
acknowledges intellectual readiness in a particular subject
like mathematics and is a flexible approach to catering for
the learner with particular talents.

School
Camps
School
Camps
The Outdoor Education program at St Aidan’s Anglican
Girls’ School is based on the belief that all students
benefit from the opportunity to interact with the wider
environment.
We hope to foster:
•
an understanding of the complexity and delicate
balance within the environment
•
co-operation and communication between peers
•
feelings of confidence and competence
•
the desire to master new challenges
At St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School, the purpose of Junior
School camps is to assist students in:
•
developing a sense of independence
•
developing collaborative and co-operative living skills
•
developing “real life” problem solving skills
•
interacting with non-familiar natural and man-made
environments
•
meeting the challenge of mastery of new activities
•
exposure to new and challenging situations

Different Settings
Our aim is achieved through a program that offers a variety
of opportunities in various environmental settings such as:
•
Natural bush
•
River/dam locations
•
Surf beach

Main Priorities
The school utilises the skills and experience of its
own teaching staff, along with expertise in the wider
community. Our main priorities when planning the
experiences for the various year levels are:
•
Safety of the students
•
Appropriateness of the venue
•
Scope of activities offered
•
Cost effectiveness
•
Adequate expertise and supervision
Prep, Year 1 and Year 2
The girls in Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 participate in either
a ‘Late Night’ from 5:00pm-8:30pm or a ‘Big Day Out’
(offsite activities during the day) and are involved in a
range of ‘school camp’ style activities. This is a wonderful
introduction to our formal school camp program.
Junior School Camping Program
Year 3

Overnight camp

Year 4

Overnight camp

Year 5

Two night camp

Year 6

Two night camp

Music
At St Aidan’s, Music is conceptualised as a continuous
experience from Kindergarten through to Year 12. In
the ideal situation, a student is immersed in the playful
experience of music learning in the early years and gradually
progresses through the sequential and developmental
program from Kindergarten through to Year 12. Alongside
the extensive classroom program, there are numerous
opportunities for engagement in Private Tuition and Extracurricular Ensembles in the Junior School.

Choirs
•

Children Crossing (Yrs. 6-8)

•

Junior Singers (Yrs. 3-5)

String Ensembles
•

Vivaldi Strings

•

Dolce Strings (Years 2-4)

•

Staccato Strings (Beginner Ensemble)

•

Chamber String Ensembles (auditioned)

•

Years 1 and 2 Beginner Strings Program

Beginner Programs
To follow on from the comprehensive Everyday Music
Program in the early years at St Aidan’s, students are offered
opportunities to participate in our Beginner Programs –
Beginner Strings in Year One and Two and Beginner Band in
Years Three and Four.

Beginner Strings
Students in Year 1 and Year 2 are welcome to participate
in the Beginner Strings Program. It is our opinion that this
stage of musical and physical development in students
represents the optimal time to embark on learning a
string instrument. Students who take up this opportunity
will receive tuition on an individual basis. The cost of the
weekly 20-minute lesson is $25, and parents are to be
billed directly by the teacher. The lesson times would rotate
throughout the school day, once each week for 20 minutes,
thereby minimising any impact on classroom learning. In
order to support participation in this program, the School
will also provide each student involved in the program with
an instrument, and will cover the costs of insurance and
instrument maintenance and servicing.

Beginner Band
Band Program
•

Chamber Winds (auditioned)

•

Charma Band (Years 5-7)

•

Percussion Ensemble (Years 4-7)

•

Year 4 Beginner Band Program

•

Year 3 Beginner Band Program (Semester Two only)

Year 3 and Year 4 are invited to participate in the Beginner
Band Program. Group lessons on a variety of band
instruments are offered weekly and are run by specialist
tutors at no cost to parents. The Beginner Band Program
further reinforces musical concepts introduced in classroom
music and students’ musical knowledge is extended to
include basic instrumental technique and large ensemble
performance etiquette. Following this program, the girls may
continue their participation in the band program by joining
the Charma Band and undertaking private tuition.

Sport
Andrews Cup

•

St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School

The Andrews Cup consists of a number of one-day
competitions in nine sports at various venues throughout
the year including Gymnastics, Athletics, Cross Country,
Netball, Tennis, Touch Football, Softball, Basketball and
Swimming. Students can participate in the Andrews Cup as
follows:

•

St Hilda’s School

•

St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School

•

The Glennie School

•

Toowoomba Preparatory School

•

Girls in Years 2-6 can participate in Athletics,
Swimming, Cross Country and Gymnastics.

•

Years 4, 5 & 6 can participate in Netball, Basketball,
Tennis and Touch Football.

•

Years 4 & 5 can participate in Tee Ball.

•

Years 5 & 6 can participate in Softball.

Years 4, 5 & 6 can compete for St Aidan’s on Friday
afternoons against local primary schools in the Walter
Taylor Bridge District competition. In Semester One,
girls can participate in Netball or Touch Football and in
Semester Two Softball, Basketball or Tennis.

•

All girls are eligible to try out for these sports
(voluntary), but must commit to attending training
sessions once selected in a team or squad.

Each season runs for approximately 12 weeks, including
10 weeks of competition. Games are played locally in
Corinda, Graceville and Indooroopilly from 1-2.30pm.

Team selection involves a stringent process with students
being selected on ability and proven performance
(carnivals, trials) in a given sport. Due to a limit placed on
schools regarding the number of teams they are able to
nominate, not all girls can be selected.
The Andrews Cup Competition consists of the following
schools:
•

Clayfield College

•

Fairholme College

•

Ipswich Junior Grammar School

•

Moreton Bay College

•

Somerville House

Walter Taylor Bridge Sport (Years 4, 5 & 6)

Friday Afternoon Sport (Prep - Year 3)
Club Activities are organised for Friday afternoons with
the emphasis on skill development, team participation,
fitness and fun. During the year, a variety of sports and
activities is offered to Prep-Year 3 students not involved
in the Interschool Sporting competition. These sports
and activities vary throughout the year depending on the
availability of coaching staff and equipment.

Sport
Interhouse Competitions

Swimming Training/Squad

The Interhouse Competition at St Aidan’s is an integral
component of the sporting program. It provides each
House with an avenue to develop House spirit and pride.
The foundations of this competition are the four major
Interhouse carnivals:

Swimming Squad training commences in the school pool
in October every year. Squad training is based around
preparing our swimmers for the upcoming competitive
swimming season (Andrews Cup, District and Interschool).
Girls are required to have a certain level of swimming
ability as a prerequisite for involvement. Training sessions
aim to provide technical correction, with a focus on race
preparation and endurance.

•

Swimming

•

Cross Country

•

Athletics

•

Ball Games

A Champion House Trophy is awarded annually for the
winning House in each of these major events and these
carnivals are used to select squads and teams for the
Andrews Cup and Inala District Carnivals.

Representative Sport
St Aidan’s is also a member of the Eastern Taipans District
Sports Association which includes thirty-five schools.
St Aidan’s students may nominate to trial against students
from other schools in the local area for selection in the
district teams across a variety of team and individual
sports.

Tennis Lessons
Private after school lessons for beginners and advanced
players can be arranged through Lifetime Tennis. Lessons
are conducted at our Ambiwerra sporting fields.

Clubs
Art Club

Environmental Club (Earth Angels)

Art Club is for students who love being creative and want
to develop their art-making skills. Those involved explore
a combination of artistic techniques which may include
painting, drawing, sculpture, printing, sewing or ceramics.
Each term, the activities are new and varied giving the
students a wide range of creative experiences. Classes
are held after school from 3.20 – 4.30pm with the Junior
School Art teacher. Days may vary depending on other
activities. Students from Prep – Year 6 are invited to
participate.

Environmental Club is a student-led club for students in
the Junior School who are passionate about sustainability
and environmental issues. This group meets during
lunchtimes to work on action-orientated campaigns. The
girls work as a team to explore issues they are concerned
about and they run awareness and lifestyle changing
activities in the Junior School, often working alongside
the Senior School Global Shield girls. This club offers
the chance to learn about teamwork and to understand
how our actions impact on the Earth. Environmental
Club girls are responsible for the Junior School care and
maintenance of the Junior School worm farm, vegetable
and herb garden.

Chess Club
Chess Club operates in the Junior School as a lunchtime
activity. Whether students are beginners or experienced
players, the opportunity to learn and share skills is
encouraged. Intra-school competitions are also offered
during the year.

Coding & Robotics Club
Coding and Robotics Club gives students the opportunity
to have fun and learn computer programming. Coding
strengthens problem solving, planning and designing,
collaboration and computational thinking. It also
encourages students to be not only consumers of
technology but also creators. Many of the coding apps
and websites available online, including Kodable, Daisy
the Dinosaur, Tynker, ALEX, Hopscotch, Scratch Jr and
Scratch are used during this lunchtime activity. The
students challenge themselves to progress through levels
and to complete projects, developing skills to design and
create their own games and animation.

Girl Zone Book Club
This club for Year 6 girls and their mothers (significant
females in their lives) is held twice a term for a night
of book talking. The Junior School Teacher Librarian
promotes four to six books at each meeting with members
voting on one for the group to read. Meetings are
conducted in much the same way as an adult book club
with guided discussion and lots of literary chat. Emails are
regularly sent by the Teacher Librarians suggesting other
books for reading and literary events around Brisbane
such as book launches which may be of interest to
St Aidan’s families.

Clubs
Penguin Aid

STEMies Club

Penguin Aid is a Year 6 community service group. Each
term, the girls choose a specific cause to support and then
decide upon suitable fundraising activities to raise money
for that particular charity. Girls are encouraged to take
initiative in these activities, allowing further development
of leadership, planning, organisational and marketing
skills. The students aim to educate their peers about each
charity by speaking on assembly and providing information
in the school newsletter. Fundraising activities are
enjoyable and rewarding for all girls involved. Penguin Aid
connects the Year 6 students to issues in the community
and around the world. The students demonstrate empathy
for others and display a genuine desire to help those that
are less fortunate.

The after school STEMies Club promotes the subjects:
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.
Students have the opportunity to demonstrate the ‘4C’
skills of the future - Creating, Communicating, Collaborating
and Critical Thinking using technology with art to design
and make projects, integrating the four disciplines in
fun ways to address real-world issues through hands-on
activities.

Philosophy Club
Philosophy Club is open to all Year 6 students as a
lunchtime activity and provides an opportunity for
participation in thoughtful activities that evoke the
wondrous world of philosophical ideas. Philosophical
enquiry develops speaking and listening skills vital for
literacy and emotional development, and encourages
critical and creative thinking essential in the 21st Century.
Students explore a series of thought-provoking questions
each session. The questions are always open-ended,
making way for students to discover, debate and articulate
their own true beliefs.
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